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BECOME A TRIPLE THREAT 
Obtain your Diploma in just one year, it’s the perfect pathway 
to University and professional work.

Gain unique industry insights, personalised training and 
performance experience. Build your repertoire and refine 
your technique under the mentorship of our industry expert 
teaching faculty. 

 
PROGRAMME SNAPSHOT
Stage School Australia’s Diploma of Musical Theatre offers performing arts 
students the opportunity to combine studio based classes in dance, fitness, 
singing and acting and formal study units, with the practical experience of 
rehearsing and performing plays and musicals to be presented in front of live 
audiences.
 
Students will rehearse a range of different production styles such as 
Broadway musicals, plays, Shakespeare and cabaret with performance 
seasons throughout Melbourne and regional Victoria.
 
In addition, masterclasses with industry professionals allow students to 
expand and consolidate their skill sets and develop into well-rounded, Triple 
Threat performers.
 
Students’ development through our programme has been dramatic. 
The concentrated rehearsal periods and studio classes deliver enhanced 
progression to achieve the Diploma of Musical Theatre in just one year.  
Students have also experienced great personal growth, built lifelong 
friendships and networks resulting in a wonderful springboard to professional 
work and/or further tertiary study.

Cara Dinley Course DirectorRobert Coates Artistic Director

Thank you for choosing Stage School Australia to 
complete your Diploma of Musical Theatre.   

This course will be conducted under a partnership with Australian 
Teachers of Dancing (ATOD), a not-for-profit organisation and 
one of the leading providers of nationally accredited dance 
teaching in Australia. 

We see this as a three way collaboration – between you, your 
studio and ourselves.  As you dream big, Stage School Australia 
will support you to obtain your professional industry qualifications 
and launch your dance career – whether this is as a professional 
dance teacher, a successful small business owner or a performer. 
ATOD will monitor your progression throughout your course and 
ensure you meet the the national requirements for training and 
assessing. 

Nationally recognised courses ensure a standard of excellence 
and provide you with a choice of Certificate and Diploma 
programmes.  When you begin your training, your delivery and 
assessment will be conducted by Stage School Australia, a highly 
respected industry professional. As your studies progress, Stage 
School Australia focuses on developing your skills further and 
provide you with every opportunity to achieve your goals.  

As the Registered Training Organisation, ATOD are bound by 
federal legislation and hold ultimate responsibility for your 
education. We report to government departments as necessary 
and ensure that Stage School Australia, complies with legislation. 
Once you have completed your course, we will issue you with 
your final certificate. 

With all of the legal information and administration covered by 
ATOD, Stage School Australia is able to remain creative and 
concentrate on your learning and on what they do best – training 
and assessing you in dance, dance teaching and musical theatre.  

We are excited that this three-way partnership will qualify you to 
reach the next level of success in your musical theatre career and 
wish you the very best as you progress through your training.  
 

A message from  
Australian Teachers of 
Dancing (RTO31624)

+++

CUA 50220  
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Cara Dinley 
Course Director

Cara toured Australia, New Zealand, and Asia as a 

performer in major musical productions playing the role 

of Demeter in Cats and Liz in Chicago, and as ensemble/

understudy in Beauty and the Beast, My Fair Lady, 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 

Showboat, The Merry Widow, Singing in the Rain, 

The Wizard of Oz, Mack and Mabel, and The Producers.

Trained in all aspects of ‘triple threat’ performance she has 

also completed Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) classical 

ballet examinations and is a leading dance and performing 

arts teacher and lecturer. Cara has taught at the Victorian 

College of the Arts (VCA), the Victorian College of the 

Arts Secondary School (VCASS), Federation University 

(Ballarat), Monash University and for Stage School 

Australia. Cara has also directed, choreographed and 

produced a range of festivals, theatre and events.

Cara holds an Advanced Diploma in Creative Arts and 

graduated with first class honours from the Master 

of Directing for Performance at the VCA, University of 

Melbourne in 2018.  

Cara completed her Masters research enquiry into training 

methods for combining movement, text and vocalisation 

in Europe.  She spent six months with the acclaimed 

Song of the Goat theatre company in Poland learning 

their renowned ‘coordination technique’ based in somatic 

bodyvoice practices, which she studied further in Berlin 

with Grotowski collaborators.  She was also introduced 

to the Character Based Improvisation (CBI) methods of 

Mike Lee by Robert Marchand in Berlin and assisted his 

workshops at 16th Street in early 2018.

In 2019 Cara collaborated to develop a new work 

commissioned by the VCA for the launch of the new 

Southbank Arts Precinct for the University of Melbourne.  

As Course Director, Cara, a qualified Pilates instructor 

teaches technical dance, body conditioning and a variety 

of theatre practices. Cara coordinates the timetable, 

trainers and manages curriculum and assessment.

Meet your next mentors 
Our dedicated core faculty provides students with consistently present mentors whose personalised 
feedback builds from one week to the next, scaffolding students to develop real world accountability and 
deeper embodied skills. Masterclass guest tutors are invited to drill into specialist performance skills.

 

++
+

Sara Grenfell
Acting
Sara’s education includes a Bachelor of Arts from 
Curtin University, a degree in performing Arts from 
WAAPA and a Post Graduate Degree In Radio 
Journalism form Charles Sturt University. As an Actor, 
Sara has appeared in productions all over Australia. 
Her most recent performances include Fiddler on 
the Roof, Home Sick and Femme Fatale at the MCA. 
Recent TV and Film appearances includeTangle, 
Party Tricks, Wentworth and Tidal Marks. Her writing 
and Directing credits include Big Mob, The Girl with 
the Green Ear, My Life in Art, Beef Queens, 18 Years 
of Therapy, Femme Fatale, Abigail’s Party for the 
National Theatre, Magnolia Tree for LaMaMa, Merrily 
we Roll along at MTC and numerous Cabaret shows. 
In her work as a journalist, Sara has produced for 
Late Nite live and Arts Today on Radio National and 
for 8 years produced and presented her own Arts 
program on 89.7 FM Eastside Radio in Sydney.

Emily Wilkinson
Singing
She completed her Bachelor of Arts (Music Theatre) 
at the University of Ballarat, and a Graduate 
Diploma of Education (Music and Drama) at the 
University of Melbourne. Emily has also completed 
her Estill Voice International Training Level 1 and 
2, and is currently studying to be an Estill Master 
Teacher, as well as undertaking a Licentiate of 
Singing Teaching through Trinity College, London. 
As a performer, she has worked with OzOpera 
(Christina’s World), Melbourne Opera (Cosi Fan 
Tutte, Otello, Lohengrin), Devanesen Productions 
(Cinderella, Into the Woods), the Entertainment 
Store, and PLOS (Christine in The Phantom of the 
Opera). A member of the Stage School Australia 
team since 2004, Emily is the Head of Voice & 
Curriculum. Emily trains the Diploma cohort in 
the application of singing techniques to develop 
confident singers across a range of musical theatre 
styles.

Robert Coates
Artistic Director
Robert most recently directed CATS at the 
National Theatre  Other recent productions 
include Twelfth Night (2020), Les Miserables, 
Seussical, Godspell, Conference of the Birds 
(2019) and Wicked (2018).  
Also: Rags, Oliver!, Man of La Mancha, Spring 
Awakening (Victorian Premiere), The World Goes 
Round (Victorian Premiere), Devil’s Snuffbox 
(World Premiere), The Silver Donkey (World 
Premiere, toured USA 2006 and 2008.)
Other tours:  Back to Bacchus (Europe 1997, 
2002, 2004, USA 1999), Once On This Island 
(Adelaide Fringe 2010),  Seussical (Malthouse & 
Adelaide Fringe 2013), Conference of the Birds 
(Malthouse & Adelaide Fringe 2013, Melbourne 
Fringe 2014), Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat (Malthouse & Adelaide 
Fringe 2014), This Is Australia (USA Tours 2015, 
2016 & 2018).

Amber Riches
Dance & Pilates
After completing her undergraduate degree in 
Dance at Deakin University in 2010, Amber went 
on to study her Honours in Contemporary Dance 
at the Western Australian Academy of Performing 
Arts as part of Link Dance Company. With Link, 
she worked with international choreographers, 
performed for Ausdance WA, toured through 
Europe and nationally around Australia. In 2015 
Amber performed in and co-produced her first 
Melbourne Fringe Festival show at Dancehouse 
while completing her Masters of Arts Management 
with RMIT. In 2020, Amber undertook the role of 
Program Coordinator for The Space Dance and Arts 
Centre (Melbourne) for the Kids Teen Youth Dance 
Program. Now in her tenth year working for Stage 
School Australia, Amber teaches across the Young 
Australian Broadway Chorus, Australian Boys 
Dance Academy and Musical Theatre Diploma 
programs.  Amber is also a qualified Mat and 
Reformer Pilates instructor. 

James Simpson
Musical Direction
James has worked around Australia and 
internationally as a musical director, arranger, 
orchestrator and cabaret performer. Most recently, he 
was the Associate Musical Director for the Australian 
tour of Chicago.  Prior to that he was the Associate 
Musical Director for the Australian tour of Disney's 
Aladdin and Assistant Musical Director of Disney’s 
The Lion King.  Other credits as Musical Director/
orchestrator include Vivid White (MTC); Lucky: Songs 
By Kylie, TWINS, Josie In The Bathhouse, Experiment 
(all for Adelaide Cabaret Festival). As Musical 
Director: Thérèse Raquin (Park Theatre, London); 
Star*Struck (Stadtsaal, Vienna); Liza on an E (West 
End/UK Tour). James graduated with distinction 
from the MA Musical Theatre (Musical Directing) 
course at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, having 
previously graduated with first class honours from 
the BA(Hons) Musical Theatre course at LASALLE 
College of the Arts, Singapore. He also holds a 
Bachelor of Performing Arts from Monash University, 
Melbourne.

Jacqui Green
Choreographer
Jacqui Green is one of Australia’s leading 
choreographers, adjudicators, dancers, and dance 
teachers. Jacqui played the leading role of Cassie 
in the national tour of A Chorus Line (Mo Award 
Nomination), and has also featured in productions 
of Funny Girl, The Sound of Music, Hello Dolly, and 
Cabaret. As a choreographer and dancer, Jacqui’s 
credits include The Don Lane Show, The Ronnie 
Corbett Show, The Midday Show, The AFI Awards, 
and The Logie Awards. Directorial credits include 
a tour of Asia and New Zealand as the resident 
director of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat for the Really Useful Group. Head 
of Dance for Stage School Australia since 1999, 
more recently Jacqui has choreographed YABC 
productions of CATS, Les Miserables and Wicked.
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“Without Stage School’s one year course, I would not have been 
ready to audition for any of the larger universities. And without 
any of the dance training, vocal coaching and acting classes that I 
enjoyed so much, I would not have the honour of saying that  
I have been accepted into the Victorian College of the Arts.” 

“I used everything that I was learning from Stage School’s 
First Year Performance Intensive with all of my teachers 
and took a lot in from what I learnt from the master class 
weeks. I truly didn’t hold back for the preparation of my 
audition and achieved goals that I didn’t think possible 
to achieve in such little time.”

++
+

“This year we met some of the most inspiring and creative 
people and it such a privilege to be introduced and to work with 
all of them. All of our core teachers were brilliant. Emily was so 
insightful and empowering in her philosophy on vocal types and 
breaking barriers. Tory and Jacqui were both amazing teachers 
who really encouraged individualism and standing out as much 
as technique in terms of future auditions and careers. You really 
helped shape us into better people and smarter performers. I 
really feel like you gave me the grounds to support myself post 
course which is a very empowering feeling.”

“I loved the range of productions, I felt like I was truly getting out 
of my comfort zone in many. I feel it crafted so many skills in the 
rehearsal space as much as in varied styles of performance.”

Feedback from 2019 Performance Intensive  & 
2020 Diploma of Musical Theatre cohorts

“The Diploma of Musical Theatre provided a safe 
and encouraging space for me to work on my skills in 
singing, dancing and acting. I made friends within this 
course that will grow with me into the industry and who I 
will be friends with forever.”
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C U A I N D 4 1 2

C U A M P F 4 1 7

C U A P R F 5 1 1

C U A P R F 5 1 3

C UA P R F 5 1 4

C U A W H S 5 1 1

C UA DA N 5 1 5

C U A P P R 5 1 2

C UA M U P 5 1 1

C U A P R F 6 1 1

C UA M P F 6 1 5

C U A A C T 4 1 2

CUAWRT501

C U A P R F 4 1 3

C UA P R F 4 1 8

C U A P R F 4 1 9

Provide freelance services 

Develop vocal techniques 

Refine performance techniques 

Prepare for and perform in competitive environments 

Refine musical theatre techniques 

Maintain a high level of fitness for performance 

Refine contemporary dance techniques *

Develop sustainability of own professional practice *

Apply theatrical make-up and hairstyles *

Extend musical theatre performance techniques to a professional level *

Develop advanced vocal techniques *

Develop and apply acting techniques for musical theatre *

Write About Dance *

Use different performance techniques *

Perform solo in a musical theatre context * 

Perform in a musical theatre ensemble *

* Course structure and elective units are subject to change and are at the discretion of the Course Director.

Term 1:  7 February – 8 April 

Term 3:  11 July – 16 September

Term 2:  26 April – 24 June

Term 4:  3 October – 20 December

2022 Term Dates

Term Dates 
& Class Times

This course will be conducted under a partnership with 
Australian Teachers of Dancing (ATOD) RTO31624, a not-
for-profit organisation and one of the leading providers of 
nationally accredited dance teaching in Australia.

Orientation Week: 31 January - 4 February
Studio Week Hours 

Monday to Friday 
9:15am - 4:00pm.

+ 2 FITNESS 
+ 5 DANCE 
+ 7 SINGING 

+ 6 ACTING 
+ 5 THEORY 
       
 

* during performance 
weeks the studio 
schedule will change and 
will involve travel to show 
locations within metro 
Melbourne

                
     12    +     Live 
  rehearsal   performance
    weeks          weeks *

TRIPLE THREAT

+++
singer
danceractor

[ -
[-

Production Seasons 

CUA50220 Diploma of Musical Theatre
+ 6 Core Units
+ 10 Elective Units* 
+ Live Production SeasonsDIPLOMA

BECOME A TRIPLE THREAT
At the conclusion of the Diploma of Musical Theatre course, students who 
successfully complete the course should be equipped to audition for professional 
musical theatre productions or to undertake further tertiary/professional training.
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Stage School Australia Diploma of Musical Theatre will cost students an annual 
fee of $8,900 inc GST.  

Upon Enrolment 

Payment 1 

Payment 2 

Payment 3 

Payment 4 

Payment 5 

Payment 6

$1,000 

$1,500

$1,500 

$1,500 

$1,500 

$1,500 

$400

January 28

April 1

June 3  

August 5

October 7

December 9

2022 Payment Schedule

Where is the course located?
Studio Intensive classes and production rehearsals are 
held at Stage School Studios, 23 Allen Street, Moreland 
- directly across from the Moreland train station. 
Performances will be across Metro Melbourne.
 

How many students will be accepted? 
Up to 18-20 students.
 

Is there an age limit for the course? 

The course is for performers of any age 17+. 

Can I keep my own singing teacher? 
A periodic 30 minute private singing lesson with the 
core faculty singing teacher is included in the fees, 
however students may wish to engage their own private 
singing teacher for more regular lessons. 

Does the course include industry 
representation? 

Being represented by an agent is not guaranteed, 
however Stage School Australia has an in-house agency 
(Talent Company of Australia) so you will have the 
opportunity to apply for representation throughout the 
year.

www.talentcompany.com.au

Can I remain a student of Stage School 
Australia’s Victorian Youth Theatre (VYT) or 
Young Australian Broadway Chorus (YABC) 
classes while participating in the Diploma of 
Musical Theatre?
There is provision for advanced students of VYT or 
YABC to concurrently pursue training with their existing 
course, and Diploma of Musical Theatre – you will 
need to negotiate attendance requirements with your 
teachers.

If you have further questions 
please email them to:

admin@performanceintensive.com.au 

Frequently Asked Questions

Payments are non-refundable. 
Fees payable by direct debit or credit card. Credit Card payments attract costs of approx. 0.9%. Prices shown 
include GST. This payment schedule will be adjusted for students enrolling later in the year.

Course Fees

“The Diploma of Musical Theatre... fostered an environment 
where I was able to dive deeper into professional practices 
and introduced me to life long contacts within the industry.  
The confidence I developed over a year was incredible 
and the training and knowledge I received helped me in 
receiving offers for NIDA and VCA.”  Kristen, Diploma 2020
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Spring Awakening at The National Theatre Melbourne, Conference of the Birds, Seussical, and 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at the Malthouse Theatre and Adelaide Fringe 
Festival, Honk! and Chicken Licken at the Southbank Theatre and Adelaide Fringe Festival, as well 
as a series of junior musicals which included Guys and Dolls, The Wizard of Oz, Aladdin,  
The Little Mermaid, Shrek, Madagascar at the Union Theatre, Alice in Wonderland JR and  
The Secret Garden at Southbank Theatre, and Give My Regards to Broadway at Hamer Hall. 

Stage School Australia runs several highly successful programmes for young people including 
Young Australian Broadway Chorus, Victorian Youth Theatre, Beginners OnStage and the Australian 
Boys Dance Academy. Stage School Australia also provides industry representation through its 
agency, the Talent Company Australia.

ESTABLISHED 1984 

Stage School Australia is one of the country’s leading performing arts training 

institutes. 

Its productions have been seen on stages ranging from the Malthouse Theatre, Melbourne to the 
Lincoln Center, New York City, while our students have appeared in leading roles in some  
of the biggest shows in the country, including the leading roles in recent productions of  
Moulin Rouge the Musical, The Wizard of Oz, My Fair Lady, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,  
Mary Poppins, Muriel’s Wedding and Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.
Our recent successful seasons have included CATS, Wicked, Les Misérables and  

About Stage School Australia

++
+

Young Australian Broadway Chorus
production of

National Theatre, St Kilda          wickedmusical.com.au
JANUARY 19-27, 2018

Book by 
Winnie Holzman

Based on the novel by Gregory Maguire
Orchestrations by William David Brohn

Music Arrangements Alex Lacamoire & Stephen Oremus

Music and Lyrics by

Stephen Schwartz

Licensed exclusively by Music Theatre International (Australasia).
All performance materials supplied by Hal Leonard Australia.

/WickedMusicalMelbourne /wickedmusicalmelb

“Triumphant all-youth version of Wicked”
Herald Sun

 “The standing ovation at the end said it all.”
Stage Whispers

Four Stars! ****   
 Kate Herbert, Herald Sun

“Personally I think it’s the best production of Cats  
I’ve seen since its Australian premiere in 1987...  

I kept thinking throughout the show  
‘Andrew Lloyd Webber needs to see this!’. “

Licensed exclusively by Music Theatre International (Australasia) and CAMERON MACKINTOSH LTD.
All performance materials supplied by Hal Leonard Australia.
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January 18-26, 2019
National Theatre Melbourne

a new product ion of
BOUBLIL  AND SCHÖNBERG’S

YOUNG AUSTRALIAN BROADWAY CHORUS
presents

A4_A3_A2_A0_Rock Poster.indd   1 3/10/18   9:58 am

“YABC has done it again, they have delivered a 
classic to the stage in what can only be described as 

a truely professional show....I gave it 5 stars!” 

“The Young Australian Broadway Chorus’ production 
of Les Misérables brilliantly spotlights the talents 

of future stage and screen stars. I had high 
expectations for this production... my expectations 

were exceeded”

M e l b o u r n e  P r e M i e r e  S e a S o n
The Young AusTrAliAn BroAdwAY Chorus  

p r e s e n T s

 book and lyricS by Steven Sater
MuSic by duncan Sheik

baSed on the original Play by Frank Wedekind

By arrangement with Hal Leonard Australia Pty Ltd Exclusive  
agent for Music Theatre International (NY)

 27 January – 5 February 2011 • national theatre, St kilda

www.springawakening.net.au 
Tickets on sale December 1, 2010

Advance Groups and School Bookings, please call (03) 9384 1644

Winner oF 
8 Tony® 
AwArDS 

including beSt 

MuSical and  

beSt Score
*2007 tony aWardS

ToNY AwArds® Is A rEgIsTErEd TrAdEMArk  

of THE AMErIcAN THEATrE wINg INc.

CPCA039
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Produced on Broadway by IrA PITTELMAN, ToM HULcE, JEffrEY rIcHArd, JErrY frANkEL, ATLANTIc THEATEr coMPANY,  Jeffrey sine, freddy deMann, Max cooper,  
Mort swinsky/cindy and Jay gutterman/Joe Mcginnis/Judith Ann Abrams, Zendog Productions/carJac Productions, Aron Bergson Productions, Jennifer Manocherian/Ted snowden.  

Harold Thau/Terry E. schnuck/cold spring Productions, Amanda dubois/Elizabeth Eyon wetherell, Jennifer Maloney/Tamara Tunie/Joe cilibrasi
The world Premier of “sPrINg AwAkENINg” was produced by the Atlantic Theater company by special arrangement with Tom Hulce and Ira Pittelman.

“Spring Awakening is a chill-producing triumph” 
ArtsHub

“The teenage cast bring such authentic passion 
and experience to the stage

that you’d swear it was created for them.”
Sometimes Melbourne



Auditions are held online.

Please complete the online application form at  

www.performanceintensive.com.au/apply-now.  

This includes short self-test videos of singing and acting. Please upload your 

videos to YouTube (or another platform) and create Unlisted links which will 

need to be included in the online application form.

Applications are accepted until December 2021. Late applications may be 

considered at the directors’ discretion. 

Online Application Process

Auditions/Selection Criteria

The online application form includes the opportunity to demonstrate your 

abilities in Singing and Acting.  At minimum, successful applicants must 

demonstrate Certificate IV skills (or equivalent) in at least one of these areas, 

along with the potential to develop skills in the others. 

Offers. 

Stage School Australia will offer successful students a position in the 2022 

cohort from September 2021.  Second (and subsequent) round offers will be 

made on a rolling basis as applications are received until February 2022, if 

places are available. 

Confirmation of enrolments will not occur until all studio and student enrolment 

processes have been completed eg. confirmation of citizenship/appropriate 

visa, language and literacy competencies, and any accessibility/inclusion 

issues which may need to addressed.  

Auditions & Offers

Learn more about Stage School Australia’s 
Diploma of Musical Theatre by visiting the website.

www.performanceintensive.com.au DIPLOMA


